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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CH, VN, US 

SUBJECT: NCNA ANNOUNCEMENT ON PARACEL PRISONERS 

1. REUTERS TODAY CARRIES REPORT OF NCNA ANNOUNCEMENT OF PENDING 
RELEASE OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE PRISONERS AND ONE AMERICAN CAPTURED 
IN THE PARACELS. NCNA SAID THE VIETNAMESE PRISONERS INCLUDED 
MAJOR PHAN VAN HONG AND 47 OTHER OFFICERS AND TROOPS. IT SAID 
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED TO REPATRIATE THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
CAPTURED PERSONNEL IN BATCHES. THE FIRST BATCH WILL CONSIST OF 
FIVE SICK AND WOUNDED PERSONNEL OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AND 
THE AMERICAN, WHO IS ILL. THEY WILL BE REPATRIATED JANUARY 31 AT 
SHUMCHUN. ACCORDING TO THE NCNA STATEMENT THE CHINESE RED CROSS 
WILL NOTIFY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS AND THE 
AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS TO RECEIVE THE RELEASED PERSONNEL. 
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